
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 5 December 2017] 

 p6548a-6548a 
Hon Jacqui Boydell 

 [1] 

REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES — MEDICAL TREATMENT — 
MEET-AND-GREET SERVICE 

Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [10.12 pm]: I rise 
to make some comments in response to Hon Kyle McGinn’s statement. I wonder whether the member would 
clarify some issues for me about the service he mentioned in his statement. It is a great service that is provided to 
Aboriginal people in the Mining and Pastoral Region. The issue was raised during the Standing Committee on 
Public Administration’s inquiry into the patient assisted travel scheme during the last Parliament. The report 
recommended that the service be extended to Aboriginal people, particularly those with a non–English speaking 
background, to assist them to get to their appointments. For a lot of Aboriginal people who have never been outside 
their remote communities, it is very frightening to come to the city. I applaud the announcement and I am very 
supportive of it, but one of the biggest issues that the committee found during its inquiry was that those people 
then become homeless when they get to Perth because once they leave the hospital or their medical treatment 
facility, they do not know how to get back to the airport and then get home. I wonder whether the member can 
make some comments to me behind the Chair or to the house, because I did not hear any comments in the statement 
about that issue. I am sure that there has been consideration of it, but it would be good to have that clarified. 

The PRESIDENT: I am sure that the member would be happy to talk to you behind the Chair or perhaps rise to 
his feet again tomorrow night during members’ statements and give further information. 

House adjourned at 10.14 pm 
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